The cmicall Htfi&rie of 
g*ff. Heere U «he moftiy, 

For. Soft. the lew fttal bane all iuftscc/oft no haft, 
he Shall hauc nothing but the penalty. 
gnu O lew, an vpright Judge, a learned Judge, 

For. Therefore prepare thee to cut of the fleSb, 
Shed thou no blood, nor cut thou leffc nor more 
but tuft a pound of fldh : If thou tak’ft more 
or leSTe then a juft pound, be it but Co much 
as makes it light or beaay in the Substance, 
or the deuifion of the twentith part 
of one poore fcruple, nay if the Scale doe turns 
but in the ellimahon of a hayre, 
thou dyeft, and all thy goods are confiscate, 

Gra. A Second Daniell, a Daniell lew, 
now infidel! / haue you on the hip. 

Pgr, Why doth the lew paufc, take thy forfaiture, 
Shy. Giuc me my principall. and let me goe, 

Eaff, I haue it ready for thee, here it is. 

Tor. Bee bath refufd it in the open Court* 
i hee Shall haue mcerely iufiice and his bond, 

Gra. A Daniell Still (aiy /, a fecond Daniell, 

/ thanks thee /ew for teaching me that word. 

Shy. Shall / not haue barely my principal! $ 

Per. Thou (halt haue nothing but the forfaiture 
to be fo taken at thy perrii! Jew, 

Sky , Why then the deuill giue him good ofit 2 
He ftay no longer queftten. 

Tty, Tarry lew, 

the law hath yet another hold on you. 

It is enacted in the lawes of Venice, 

if it be proued again!! an alien, *. 

that by d*rc<ft> or indirect attempts 

hefeeke the life of any Cittizen, 

the party gainft the which he doth contriue, 

Shall feaze enchalfe his goods, the other haife 
comes to thepriuie cofter of the State, 
and the offenders life lies in the mercy 


the Merchant of Venice, 

efthe Duke oncly, gainft all other royce. 

In which predicament I fay thou ftandft : 
for it appea rcS by ™ proceeding, 

that indireftly, and direftly to 
hou haft contriued againft the very life 
of the defendant : and thou haft incurd 

the danger formorly by me rehearit. 

Downe therefore, and be» mercie of the J^ke. 

Gra. Beg that thou maift haue lcaue to hang thy felft, 
and yet thy wealth beeing forfait to the State, 
thou Haft not left the value of a cord, 
therefore thou muft be hangd at the States charge, 

Duke. That thou Shalt fee the difference ofourfpmS 
I pardon thee thy life before thou aske it : 
for halfe thy wealth, it is lAnthonios, 
the other halfe comes to the gcnerall State, 
which humblenes may driue vnfo a fine. 

Tor. I for the State, not for Anthomo. 

Shy r Nay, take my life and all, pardon not that, 
you take my houSe, when you doe take the prop 
that doth fuftainc my houfe : you take my life 

when you doc take the meancs whereby /hue. 

For. What mercy can you render him tsf nthonio f 
Gra. A halter gratis, nothing elfe for Godfakc- 
Anth. So plcaSe my Lord the Duke, & all the Court 
to quit the fine for one halfe of his goo ds, 

I am content : fo he will let roe hauc 
the other halfe in vSe, to render it 
vpon his death vnto the Gentleman 
that lately Stole his daughter. 

Two things prouided more, that for this fau our 
he preSently become a Chriftian : 
the other, that he doe record a gift 
heere in the Court of all he dies pofleft 
vnto his fonne Lorenzo and his daughter. 

Duke. He Shall doe this, or elfc I doe recant 
the pardon that 1 late pronounced heere. 



